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NSC BRIEFIRG 3 August 1954
POASIBLE CHINESE ATTACK® ON OFFSHORE ISLARDS

I. Strong possibility ef Chinese Communist ﬂperitionﬁ sgainst
some Natiomalist-held offshore islamds duriung next several
weeks,
A, BSince 9 July, Peiping has claimed US intention
extend ?th Fleet coverage to "certain" off-
shore islands.
B. Communists may want to wmove hefore U:E cowm-
mitted {o defense as well as before start
morsoon seasen (late September-Octeber).
€. Host vnlnerable‘ﬁntianalist islands are
Tachen and ¥atsu groups.
$I. Sinece mid-May, Communists have occupled siz small islands

gome 20 miles nmorth of Tachens.
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151X, Communist stremgth in East China--from Shantung to Fukien--
kas long been sufficient to capture Tachen or Matse groups
at any time,
A, Absut 350,000 troops now: streagth may reach
500,000 due movemenis from FKerea.
B, Ten air divisiens (wostly at Shanghal and
Hangchow) imclude 200 to 250 jet fighters,
100 conventional fighters, 20 jet light
bonbers, 100 conventional light bombers.
€. Aloamg Zast China coast are 7 frigates, 6
gunbeats, sbeut 40 moter torpedo boats,
about 35 landiag ships, great nusbers of
srmed jurks, saall patrol craft, service

vessels,
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P. At Tsingtao, Communists have threc subsarines
{two long-range, one small coastal model).
These could be grave threat to Natio=alist
savy.
IV. HNatiomalist stremgth believed to be osly 15,000 troops on
Tachens, 9,000 on Matsus, possibly 4,800 on Naachi.

A. These islands valuable to Nationalists as
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¥. In addition to strong chasce attack on Natiorvalist islands,
also marginasl poasibility aftack on Pormoss,

A. ﬁn:rent propaganda nost intense, aggressive
since 1980,

B. Principal charges: Ut scheming use Formesa
s base Tor aggression; advising, assisting
Chinese Nationalist forces; diapatéhing
spies ind saboteurs to mainland; committing
piracy against merchant vessels,

€. Peiping also asserts US preparing conclude

pact with Taipei which would shew "permanent
hostility” to Chipese people, with "protracted

grave cousequences."
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Since 26 July, peiping has said Chinese
peoples wmost important task™ is "libera-
tion™ of Formosua. on 1 Amgust (Army Day)
Commander in Chief Chu Teh zaid Chinese
must fight with "si#gieness ot purpose"”
to take Formoza, that nagther countries”

will not he allowed to interfere,

vi, At least four reasons for Pelping propaganda on Formosa

OV,

Ac

B.

C,

D,

with Eoream stalemate, araistice in Indo-
China, lbgical device for keeping Chiinese
worked up is Formosa, ghich Communists
have been vowing to niiberate” since 1949,
Kationalist selzures Bloc ships is cause
for serious concern.

Communists geanuinely waut no US-Chiang
pact, which would inmcrease US commitment
to defense Formosa.

Formosa is jdeal issue for widening dif-
ferences between gS and rest of West, s

pnd Aslan Tmneutrals.”
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¥ii., PFull-scale assault on Formosa in near future unlikely.

A,

B,

C.

Peiping made same assertion in 1950 about
fightiag "single-mindedly™ for Foruoss,
hut in fact Communists have not moved
against the island.

Peiping's main consideration wesz and
still is US commitment to island®s
defense, as symbolized by mission eof

g3 Tth Fleot,

However, Communists have capability

for air attack Formosa. May do this at

any time, to give substance to propaganda,
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